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Fellows Help the Mass Bar Foundation Make Meaningful Grants

The Massachusetts Bar Foundation (MBF) recently completed its annual Grant Review, awarding funds to nonprofits across the state of Massachusetts that provide civil legal assistance to the poor and improve the administration of justice. The MBF awards, 104 in all, totaled more than $3 million—a significant contribution to ensuring access to justice for those most vulnerable in these difficult economic times. 

The needs of the communities we serve continue to far outpace our resources.  In the last three years, IOLTA revenues available annually for grants have decreased by 72%.  We were fortunate that Trustees voted to place funds in reserve during the strongest economic times, so we could draw from them over the last three years. But those reserves have quickly become depleted, leading to a significant and inevitable decline in funds available for grants this year. We knew the task of selecting grant recipients would be more challenging than ever. 

In April, the MBF received 140 grant applications requesting over $5.1 million.  At the same time, we invited our strongest supporters, members of our MBF Society of Fellows, to participate in the grant review by serving on Grant Advisory Committees that are chaired by MBF Trustees.  Over 135 Fellows, all of whom are lawyers or judges, answered our call and brought their expertise to bear on the enormous task of evaluating the applications and recommending the most competitive for awards. 

Working together, the Fellows and Trustees allocated this year’s grant funds.  It was a wonderful opportunity for our supporters to get to know the critical and outstanding work of our many legal assistance providers.  Simultaneously, they helped our modestly staffed organization (2 people!) to ensure a fair and thorough review of the many worthy programs that turned to the MBF for support this year. 

To read more about the MBF, please visit www.MassBarFoundation.org. 
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